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An Economic Study of the Production Costs of the Most Important Legume Crops in Egypt
Dr. Ghada Abdel-Fattah Mostafa Ismail
Senior Researcher, Agricultural Economics Research Institute,
Agricultural Research Center

The agricultural sector occupies a major position among the sectors of the national economy, but the
Egyptian agricultural sector suffers from a decline in the self-sufficiency ratio of many agricultural crops, the
most important of which are legumes, especially bean and lentil crops. The problem is that the quantities
produced from faba bean and lentil crops are not sufficient to meet the needs of domestic consumption. The
research aims to study and analyze some economic and productive indicators of faba bean and lentil crops with
emphasis on studying the relative importance of cost items and the most important measures Profitability, as
well as studying the functions of production costs. The results showed that the increase in the average labor
wages during the period (2010 - 2017) led to an increase in the cost of faba bean crops by about 33.4%. The
increase in rent has led to an increase in the feddan cost of about 45.4% . As for the lentil crop, it was found that
the increase in the average labor wages during the period (2010 - 2017) led to an increase in the feddan costs of
the lentil crop by about 28.1%. The increase in rent has led to an increase in the feddan costs of the crop by
about 58.5%.

The results showed that the yield of faba bean crop, which has low costs in the long run, was about 8.22
thousand feddans. The feddan yield maximizes about 9.1 ardab. The results showed that the yield per feddan of
lentils, which has low costs in the long run, reached about 5.0 thousand feddans. And that the feddan
productivity that maximizes profit reached about 4.28 ardeb.

Recommendations:

The need to work to raise the net feddan yield of the crop by reducing production costs by providing production
requirements at appropriate prices, which contributes to increase the area planted with the crop.

Formulate a production policy based on tying prices to production costs to achieve a profitable return to the
farmer.
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