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Data Source:

Trade Statistics (Exports & Imports) http://www.arab—-api.org/statisticsites—a.htm
- GDP and Per Capita income: United Nations, National Accounts Statistics data—base, Statistics
Division. (http://unstats.un.org/unsd/snaama/SelectionQuick.asp)

- GDP Deflator, Exchange rate, population and stock of public capital (as infrastructure variables) IMF,
InternationalFinancialStatistics. http://ifs.apdi.net/imf/ifsbrowser.aspx?branch=ROOT)

- Distance between main trading cities: (http://www.distances.com)
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Summary

The demand for economic integration in the agricultural field among the Arab countries is one of the current and
strategic demands, especially in the context of globalization. In view of the widening food gap at the level of the
Arab nation as a whole and at the level of each country, it was necessary to search for agricultural potential, And
increasing the efficiency of the utilization and integration of available agricultural resources due to the inefficient
utilization of available agricultural resources in most Arab countries, as well as the existence of untapped
agricultural potential. Some Arab countries have large areas of arable land, such as Sudan, As well as the waste
of available water resources, which is a very serious indicator of the deterioration and erosion of Arab
agricultural resources.

The problem of the study was that the Arab countries are characterized by an increase in the size of the
agricultural trade deficit, which means increasing imports from agricultural exports. Arab countries rely heavily
on non-Arab countries to close this gap and show the low volume of Arab agricultural trade. The average value
of Arab exports for international exports during the study period was about 5.33%. It was also found that the
average value of Arab imports for world imports during the study period was about 3% This indicates the
increasing dependence of Arab countries on imports from foreign countries.
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The study aims to study the possibilities or opportunities for developing inter-Arab agricultural trade to achieve
Arab integration

The most important results were:

The total cultivated area in 2016 was 58.88 million hectares, comprising 9.63 million hectares of sustainable
agricultural land, 39.06 million hectares of rainforest land, 10.18 million hectares of irrigated seasonal
agricultural land, and the rest temporarily ), Estimated at 15.30 hectares. The total cultivated area in 2017 was
about 50.92 million hectares. It includes about 9.65 million hectares of sustainable agricultural land, about 31.27
million hectares of rainforest land, about 9.99 million hectares of irrigated seasonal agricultural land, the rest is
temporarily abandoned, 21.11 million hectares.

The percentage of cultivated area in 2017 is 39.85% in Sudan, followed by Morocco at 12.75%, followed by
Algeria, Syria, Tunisia, Egypt, Iraq and Libya with 11.79%, 7.96%, 6.21% 5.31%, 4.59%, 3.67%, respectively,
of the total area cultivated in Arab countries.

The area of irrigated permanent land in 2017 also decreased by an estimated -0.21 percent compared to the
previous year, possibly due to the increased water shortage available for irrigation. The area of land left without
the exploitation of the falcon was about 15.28 million hectares on average. The average cereal production in the
Arab world during the period 2015-2017 was about 50.47 million tons. The rate of change between 2016 and
2017 was 6.5% Cereal production

While other groups of vegetable products, such as sugar and vegetable oils, which produce only a small
percentage of the consumption requirements in the Arab countries, include legumes, tubers, vegetables and fruit,
and the development of these commodities during the period 2015-2017.

The average annual Arab production of refined sugar during the period 2015-2017 is 37.28 million tons. Sugar
crops are the most common crops in the Arab countries. The total production of sugar cane in the Arab world
amounted to 23.6 million tons, mainly in Egypt (66.3%), Morocco (22.7%), ), And Syria (10.5%), and estimated
the productivity of sugar cane per hectare in the Arab world at about (106) tons as an annual average during the
period (20) 15-2017).

While the average production of vegetable oils in the Arab world during the period (2015-2017), about (7.66)
million tons, and produce many types of oilseeds, including sesame, peanut, sun flower, soybeans, along with the
production of olive oil and oil Cotton seed. The production of oilseeds is concentrated in seven countries, which
collectively contribute 91.8% of the total production in the Arab world.

Although the group of oilseed crops occupies an important area in Arab agriculture, it is estimated at about 6.8
million ha for the average period (2015-2017), equivalent to about 15.9%, but its production is considered
modest for its low productivity. Food groups with low self-sufficiency rates in the Arab world.

The production of the Arab world of vegetables, fruits and potatoes is growing continuously. Vegetable and fruit
crops are considered to be commodities that are cultivated in all the Arab countries. Production in the Arab
countries produces export surpluses in many Arab countries. The average production of vegetables reached
58.64 million tons during the study period, The production of fruit, potatoes and legumes is about 36.70, 15.27,
1.43 million tons respectively during the period 2015-2017. The livestock and fish production sectors are an
important part of the food production sectors in the Arab world for their significant contribution to the savings of
many Arab countries. The provision of animal protein Arab citizen and despite the fact that the Arab world
abounds in large numbers of livestock that the production of meat and dairy does not meet fully the consumers in
the Arab countries requirements, so it became the import of animal products is one of the basic items in food
imports in the Arab world bill.

Many Arab countries have tended to develop the poultry industry to produce white meat in order to improve
their self-sufficiency rates and to reduce the pressure of consumption of red meat. Despite the relative
importance of the agricultural morbidity determinants in the production of poultry meat, From outside the Arab
world, especially the maize, which is less than the Arab countries.

The production of the Arab world of meat and dairy products compared to the world is 2.4% for red meat, 4.4%
for white meat, 3.8% for dairy and 3.1% for fish, .

It is clear that with an increase in the gross domestic product of Egypt 1%, the value of intra-agricultural
imports increases by 0.60% but has not been proven. With a 1% decrease in distance, Egypt's inter-agricultural
imports are increasing by about 0.25%. It is estimated that with an increase in the population of the countries of
the agreements, agricultural inter-imports decrease by 0.30%. It was also found that with an increase in the
exchange rate 1%, the value of agricultural imports decreases by 0.31%.

The negative sign between the image variable expressing trade preferences between Egypt and the Arab Free
Trade Area indicates that these preferences are trade-offs and that Egypt obtains agricultural commodities from
these countries at a higher cost. It is also clear that the common language has a positive effect on intra- The
politician has a negative effect.

The adjusted mean factor is about 0.88 for the model, meaning that the variables in the model explain about 88%
of the change in the dependent variable, and the rest is due to non-measured factors in the model.
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It is clear that with the increase in the gross domestic product of Egypt 1%, the value of inter-agricultural exports
increases by 1.3% but does not prove its significance. It is also shown that when the GDP of the countries of the
agreements increases 1% the value of inter-agricultural exports to Egypt increases by 0.7% Egypt's agricultural
exports decrease by 0.55%. As the number of countries in the agreements increases, the agricultural exports of
Egypt increase by 0.18%.

It is also evident that the common language has a positive impact on inter-agricultural exports as expected.

The adjusted mean factor is about 0.77 for the model, meaning that the variables in the model explain about 77%
of the change in the dependent variable.

That the increase in the gross domestic product of the countries of the agreements 1% increase the value of intra-
agricultural trade to Egypt by 0.90%, the decrease of the distance by about 1%, the agricultural trade increases
by 0.55%, and when the exchange rate rises 1%. When the population of Egypt increases 1%, the value of
agricultural trade between Egypt and Egypt increases by 9.2%.

The negative sign between the image variable expressing the trade preferences between Egypt and the Arab Free
Trade Area indicates that these preferences are trade repulsive and that Egypt obtains agricultural commodities
from these countries at a higher cost. It is also clear that the common language has a positive effect on intra-
agricultural trade as expected and conflict The politician has a negative effect.

The adjusted mean factor is about 0.80 for the model, meaning that the variables in the model explain about 80%
of the change in the dependent variable.

The above shows that Egypt's agricultural trade is adversely affected by distance, exchange rate, Arab free trade
zone, and political conflict, while positively affected by the GDP of the exporting and importing country and the
common language..
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Abstract

The Arab countries are highly dependent on non-Arab countries for their food needs, despite the fact
that the Arab world occupies great strategic importance among the countries of the world because of its
geographical location, its vast area and its population. It extends from the Atlantic Ocean to the west, The Arab
Sea in the east and the Arabian Sea to the south of Turkey and the Mediterranean Sea. It covers an area of about
13.5 million square kilometers, of which 22% is located in Asia and 78% in Africa. The Arab coasts are about
22.8 thousand km. This is an indicator of the diversity of natural and economic resources of this region.
Therefore, the study will focus on the economic potentials available in the Arab world and the extent of their
diversity, thus increasing the opportunities and possibilities of Arab integration, especially in Arab agricultural
integration. In the present circumstances, the economies of the Arab countries as developing countries face a
new economic environment characterized by changes in economic structures and relations Therefore, it is
necessary to shed light on the study of the conditions of Arab agricultural, agricultural and intra-agricultural
trade, and the impact of contemporary international variables on them, so that proposals or perceptions of how to
achieve Arab agricultural integration can be developed in light of the available possibilities. Finder on the
international scene.

The problem of the study was that the Arab countries are characterized by an increase in the size of the
agricultural trade deficit, which means increasing imports from agricultural exports. Arab countries rely heavily
on non-Arab countries to close this gap and show the low volume of Arab agricultural trade. (2000-2017) was
about 770.98 billion dollars. It was also found that the average value of Arab exports for international exports
during the period of study was about 5.33%. It was also found that the average value of Arab imports for world
imports during the study period was this is a study of the possibilities or opportunities for developing agricultural
trade between the Arab countries to achieve Arab integration.

Keywords: intra-trade, gravity model, Arab integration.
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