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Abstract

Egyptian fish production is increasing yearly from its various sources, despite this it cover about
86.7% of consumption in 2018, as fish production in this year reached about 1.9 million tons, which
results in a food fish gap which amount to about 297.7 thousand tons, to be covered by importing fish
in various forms (fresh - frozen - salted - canned or smoked), about 12.3 billion L.E in return for the
export of about 26.3 thousand tons of Egyptian fish, at a value of about 0.6 billion L.E, so that the
deficit in the Egyptian fish trade balance is about 9.4 billion L.E. The most important research results
were:

Fish production increases during the study period (2001-2018) by a relatively high rate, which is
reflected in the amount of exports with a quantity of 26.3 thousand tons & a value of about 0.6 billion
L.E in 2018. Therefore, fish production should increase at a relatively high rate from all its sources,
whether natural or fish farming.

2- An increase in the imported quantity of fish at a higher rate than that of the exported quantity, and in
order for the rate of increase in exports to improve and at the same time to reduce imports, the rate of fish
production should increase, especially from natural fisheries, because their annual growth rates are
relatively low and not commensurate with their supply potential, and the deficit in quantity is expected to
continue. increase in population and high income levels.

3- The annual growth rate for the value of exports is about 2.8%, while the annual growth rate for the
value of imports is about 19.9%. This indicates that the fish trade deficit will continue for a long time in
the future, but if production increases at a high rate to meet the increase in consumption due to the
increase in the population, the quantity of imports will decrease and the quantity of exports will increase.
Production can be increased by increasing the number of fish farms, especially after stopping obstacles to
vertical and horizontal development of these fisheries. Attention should be paid to capture fisheries,
because their production is much less than expected, but overfishing and various pollutants prevent this.

4- The quantity and value of imports are affected by the increase in the population, which is a factor
directly proportional to the quantity imported of fish, meaning that the increase in the population leads
to an increase in fish consumption, and then the amount of fish imports increases to cover the increased
consumption of fish.

5- The Egyptian self-sufficiency ratio is inversely proportional to the quantity of fish imports, and in
order to increase it, Egyptian must increase the locally produced quantity and decrease imports.

6- The Egyptian fish per capita consumption is directly proportional to the quantity imported because
the quantity produced cannot the increase in the annual per capita consumption. It should be noted that
the impact of income on per capita consumption as well as on total fish consumption cannot be
overlooked. Likewise, the prices of complementary and alternative commodities, including beef,
poultry, and eggs cannot be overlooked, as they are sources of animal protein.



