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The impact of urbanizing agricultural lands on agricultural development in Egypt during

the period 2011-2020 (case study: Sharkia Governorate)
Dr. Faten Samir Abu Al-Yazid
Researcher at the Economic Research Institute - Agricultural Research Center

Abstract

The aim of the research in general is to shed light on the phenomenon of encroachment on agricultural lands
and its impact on agricultural development, through the achievement of sub-objectives, to study and analyze the
impact of urbanization of agricultural lands on agricultural development with the sample of the field study in
Sharkia Governorate The research reached many results, the most important of which are: The average number
of cases of abuse amounted to about 1676068 cases on an area estimated at 74878.04 acres, about 375954.39 cases
with an area estimated at 21142.666 acres, or about 22.43% 28.24%, of the number and area of violations
respectively during The period (2011-2020).

This area was distributed to all governorates of the republic, without exception. Sharkia governorate ranked
fourth and third in terms of the number and areas of encroachments on agricultural land among the governorates
of the Republic, about 9.19% and 8.66% of the total number of cases and areas of violations, respectively, during
the study period. The number and size of encroachments on agricultural lands in the county have reached 154051
cases, and about 6480.96 acres. About 76,415 cases, with an area estimated at 3,453 acres, or about 49.60%, and
53.28% of the number and area of violations, respectively, have been distributed among the governorate centers.
The Zagazig Center ranked first among the governorate centers in relation to the number and areas of
infringements amounting to about 15.06%, 14.47% of the total number of cases and the size of the violations
during the study period, respectively. The images and forms of the encroachment of the people on the agricultural
land varied in the sample of the field study in the Sharkia Governorate. The most important of which was the
encroachment with the aim of establishing poultry farms, which came first by about 18.3%, followed by the
encroachment on agricultural land for the purpose of establishing housing for the family by about 16.1%, then the
encroachment on agricultural land for the purpose of establishing animal production farms (livestock fattening -
dairy production) by about 13 .3% of all occurrences of infringement.

The reasons and justifications for encroachment on agricultural lands were varied in the sample of the field
study in Sharkia governorate, the most important of which was the low return from agriculture in a way that did
not achieve a profitable return for farmers, followed by the lack of agricultural production requirements and its
high cost, especially irrigation water, the two most important reasons for the encroachment on agricultural lands
and the encroachment with the aim of establishing private housing at a rate of about About 22.6% and 18.9%,
respectively. They are followed by the lack of identification of buildings in cities and villages for a long time, the
lack of government housing near the village and the increase in the available value of them for the marriage of
their children, the establishment of projects that guarantee good and continuous income for the members of the
rural family, and finally the second with others who have influence, the corruption of localities and the absence
of supervision at rates of about 18. 4%, 17.4%, 14.3% and 8.4% respectively.

The encroachment on agricultural lands led to a negative change in the crop composition of the most
important crops, with a decrease in the cultivated area and the feddan productivity of those crops. The research
ended with some recommendations that could limit the phenomenon of encroachment on agricultural lands.

Key words: urbanization - agricultural development - crop composition - feddan productivity - Sharkia Governorate.
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