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The Validity of the Extension Program in the Field of Strawberry Cultivation at

Qalyubia Governorate
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omran ***
* Faculty of Agriculture - Benha University. ** Desert Research Center *** Postgraduate student
Abstract

The research aimed to study the validity of the extension program in the field of strawberry cultivation at
Qalyubia Governorate from the viewpoint of the trained farmers in question, in terms of the degree of utilization
of its activities, the appropriateness of the time specified for its implementation, the adequacy of the time specified
for implementation, and its ability to solve the farmers' problems.

The research was conducted in the centers of Shebin Al-Qanater, and Toukh, as they are the two largest centers
in terms of the area in which strawberries are grown in the governorate, and two of them were identified from the
villages in which the studied extension program is applied in the location of one village from each center, namely
the village of Mit Kenana in Toukh Center and the village of Kasabiya from the Shibin al-Qanater center 20% of
the sample was chosen by a systematic random method, and its size was 54 respondents.

The search data were collected through a personal interview of the respondents using a questionnaire form
during the last three months of 2019, and the data were analyzed using frequencies, percentages, arithmetic mean,
and standard score using the statistical program (SPSS).

The most important results of the research were as follows:

*The arithmetic mean of the degree of benefit from the extension program for strawberry crop activities was 0.74,
a score of 33.22%, which means that the researched farmers benefited to a small degree from the extension
program activities in the villages where the extension program was applied.

*The arithmetic mean of the appropriate timing for implementing the activities of the extension program for the
strawberry crop reached 1.85 points, a percentage of 61.57%, which means that the timing set for implementing
the extension program activities was appropriate to some extent.

*The arithmetic average of the adequacy of the time specified for implementing the activities of the extension
program for the strawberry crop reached 1.80, a score of 64.3%, which means that the timing set for implementing
the extension program activities was sufficient to some extent.

*The arithmetic average of the pilot program’s ability to solve strawberry growers ’problems was 0.83, with a
score of 23%, meaning that the extension program solved few problems of strawberry growers in the villages in
which the extension program was applied.

*The arithmetic mean of the degree of validity of the extension program for the strawberry crop was (1.30), which
means that the degree of validity of the extension program for the strawberry crop is medium from it in the villages
in which the extension program is applied.

It is clear from these results that: There is a decrease in the degree of validity of the extension program for the
strawberry crop from the viewpoint of the surveyed farmers in the villages where the extension program is applied,
and this indicates that there are deficiencies in the extension services provided to farmers by the agricultural
extension system, and that the extension programs are not It is built on the basis of the actual needs and the
problems that the farmers feel, and because the content of the extension program is not appropriate to the needs
of the farmers, and this requires the officials responsible for that in the Central Administration for Agricultural
Extension, planners and implementers of extension programs to take this into account when planning extension
programs in the study area and other similar areas, until The effectiveness of extension programs for agricultural
crops in general, and for vegetable crops in particular, can be more effective.
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