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Abstract

The research aimed to study the knowledge acquired to expose farmers to an extension program in the

field of strawberry cultivation in Qalyubia Governorate, by identifying the degree of knowledge of the farmers
researched with the technical recommendations in the field of strawberry cultivation for each of the villages
applied and not applied to the extension program studied in the research area, and to determine the degree of
change in their knowledge of farmers as a result of exposure to it, and to determine the significant differences
between the mean scores of their knowledge with it.
The research was conducted in the two centers of Shebin al-Qanater, and Tookh, as they are the two largest centers
in terms of the area in which strawberries are grown in the governorate, and four villages of them were identified
with two villages from each center, one of which is from the villages in which the studied extension program is
applied, namely the village of Mit Kenana in Toukh center and the village of Kasabiya from the center. Shebin
al-Qanater and the other, in which the studied extension program was not applied, namely, the village of al-Deir
in the Toukh district and the village of Kafr al-Sahbi in the Shibin al-Qanater center. The search facility was
chosen in a systematic, random way by 20% of strawberry growers in each of the villages that are applied and in
which the studied extension program is not applied according to their comprehensive representation. The study
sample size was 97 respondents.

The research data were collected through a personal interview of the respondents using a questionnaire
form during the last three months of 2019, and the data were analyzed using frequencies, percentages, arithmetic
mean, standard deviation and (t) test using the statistical program (SPSS).

The most important results of the research were as follows:

* The total mean of the knowledge scores of the strawberry crop farmers surveyed in the two villages for which
the studied extension program was applied was 1.49 points.

» The overall average of the knowledge scores of the strawberry crop farmers surveyed in the two villages in
which the studied extension program was not applied was 1.14 points.

* The average difference between the mean knowledge scores of strawberry growers surveyed in the villages
applied and not in which the extension program was applied was 0.37, in favor of the sample in which the
extension program was applied.

* The presence of a significant difference at the level of 0.01 significance and between the mean scores of the
knowledge scores of strawberry growers surveyed in each of the villages applied and not applied to the extension
program studied with regard to some items of technical recommendations. The value of (t) calculated for these
differences exceeded its table counterpart at the level of significance 0.01 at D. The mean of the knowledge scores
of strawberry growers researched in the two villages in which the studied extension program was applied was
greater than that of the strawberry growers surveyed in the two villages where the studied extension program was
not applied.

* The presence of a significant difference at a level of 0.05 significance between the mean knowledge scores of
strawberry growers surveyed in each of the villages that were applied and not in which the studied extension
program was applied with regard to some items of technical recommendations. The value of (t) calculated for
these differences exceeded its table counterpart at a significant level of 0.05 and D. The degree of knowledge of
the farmers of the two villages in which the extension program was applied was greater than that of the farmers
of the two villages in which the extension program was not applied.

* There is no significant difference at the 0.05 level of significance between the mean knowledge scores of the
farmers of the two villages in which the extension program is applied and the village farmers in which the
extension program is not applied with regard to some items of recommendations for planting strawberry crops,
where the value (t) calculated for these differences is less than its table counterpart at the level of The significance
of 0.05, and D.h 95 degree.

In light of the results of the research that have been reached, it can be recommended that those in charge of
agricultural extension work in Qalyubia governorate should pay attention to the implementation of specialized
extension programs based on the real needs of farmers, as the extension program in question in the field of
strawberry cultivation has contributed to raising the level of knowledge of participating farmers as trainees in this
well thought out extension program.
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