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Farmers Forbearing of Cotton Crop Cultivation at Some Villages of Qualyoubia Governorate

Dr. Salah Abbas Houssin
Agricultural Extension and Rural Development Research Institute (AERDRI),
Agricultural Research Center (ARC)

Abstract

The research aimed to identify the reasons of respondents farmers forbearing of cotton crop cultivation
through studying and identifying the following sub-reasons relating each of crop economics, state policies, crop
marketing, farmers' characteristics, nature of cotton plant, farm soil, water of irrigation and drainage, and
extension services ,as well as to identify the respondents farmers suggestions which incentive them to expand
in cotton crop cultivation ,in addition to identify the preferred extension methods to get information about
cultivating and marketing of cotton crop from respondents farmers' points of views

This research was carried out in Qualyoubia governorate because it considered one of governorates of ,
cotton crop cultivation , Toukh and Qualyoub were selected as tow biggest districts in the cultivated areas of
cotton crop , then three villages were selected from every district according numbers of the farmers who refrain
to cultivate cotton crop, the six selected villages were namoul ,moushtohor ,kaha,tanan ,kafr ramada and nai
respectively.

Data has been collected during October 2015 through a focus group meetings, number of farmers who
refrain cultivating cotton in every group ranged from 10 to 15 in every village, qualitative methods were used to
analyze data depending on daily reviewing, summarizing, classification, and deriving from the collected
information.

The main results were revealed that:

- The main reasons related with cotton crop economics which make farmers refrain cultivating cotton crop due
to: low price of cotton crop, high costs of crop producing, low demand for the crop, and high relative
importance of the other crops.

- The reasons related with state policies which make farmers refrain cultivating cotton mainly were : absence of
state role in cotton marketing ,there is no support for farmers , elimination of agricultural rotation , allowing
importing cotton and ignore the local cottons.

- The reasons related with cotton marketing problems were: there is no contracts from state to buy farmer's crop,
controlling on cotton price by the companies, there is no announcement about the price from the beginning of
the season, the multiplicity of intermediaries and brokers.

Reasons of forbearing due to farmers characteristics such as Keenness to cultivate wheat for its high price, and
also need to cultivate Alfalfa for feeding farm animals.

- Reasons due to nature of cotton crop like Reasons due to nature of cotton crop like staying cotton in farm land
for long period and its need to more of fertilizers and pesticides.

Reasons due to farm soil for example there is high ratio of salinity, high level of groundwater, and containing
soils causes of cotton diseases.

-Insufficient irrigation water in the summer season, and not arrives to the canals end, also negligence of
maintenance agricultural drainage.

- There is neither subject matter specialist of cotton in the cooperative, extension fields of cotton, nor role of
extension in marketing cotton.

- Farmers mentioned some suggestions which motivate to expand in cultivated areas of cotton such as raising
cotton price, back to the crop rotation, early announcement about the price before cultivation, contracting with
the farmers for buying the crop, support of cotton farmers and Provision seeds of high productivity strains.

-The results also showed that respondents prefer some extension methods to get the information concerning
producing and marketing cotton crop like farm and home visits, and extension meetings.
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